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������������������������ (Çi� dem) 
Also known as “Kardelen,”
it is one of the first flowers 
to bloom in the spring.  It is 
also a girl’s name in Turkey. 
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JUST A FEW OF THE KARDELEN CHILDREN…

He wants 
to be a 
doctor!

Pants 
are OK,  
but the 
shoes?
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She 
dreams of 
being a 
teacher
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ANNUAL BTF GRANTS TO PARTNERS
Our Growth is Fueled with Your Trusted Donations

and Driven by Our Passionate Volunteers 
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Projected

BTF’s Operational Overhead is 1.8% of Total Donatio ns 
(covered in full by Board of Directors’ Endowment F und)

ABOUT BRIDGE TO TÜRK �YE FUND…
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Ethical standards and egalitarian principles are at the center of BTF's foundation.  As responsible 
stewards of charitable assets we embrace structured governance with integrity and accountability 
to our giving communities. Our circle of compassion promotes respect, dignity and fellowship for 
humankind in the communities we serve. 
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Bridge to Türkiye Fund was established in 2003 by Turkish Americans driven to make a difference,  to 
improve life and to cultivate social change for the common good. BTF's commitment to these ideals  
stems from our altruistic desire to give back to our native land for the many opportunities we have 
gained from her. More information on BTF BOD members is available at www.bridgetoturkiye.org
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Bridge to Türkiye Fund's grant-making efforts are focused on two basic areas of development: 
Education and Public Healthcare.  Special emphasis is given to elementary education and 
women's empowerment.  Our return on investment is measured in lives bettered and improved 
social conditions for the recipients.  The ultimate reward for our compassionate donors is the 
satisfaction that it brings. BTF’s below listed capacity building programs provide opportunities for 
Turkish-Americans to reconnect with their roots.

1) School Improvement Programs
2) Student Enablement Programs
3) U7 - Under Seven Programs 
4) Educational Scholarships

5) Library Set Up Programs
6) Leukemia Treatment Programs
7) Cleft Lip & Palate Treatment Surgeries 
8) Donor Directed – Pass Through Grants
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As part of its commitment to mobilizing Turkish diaspora’s philanthropic resources, Bridge to Türkiye 
Fund also facilitates donor directed grant making, as long as the project is compatible with BTF's 
mission statement. This collaborative pass-through service to alumni associations and hometown 
affinity (hemsehri) groups is intended to provide opportunities for these donors to reconnect with their 
roots, while permitting them to gain the full benefit of tax deductible giving.
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 BTF'S DONOR DIRECTED - PASS THROUGH GRANTS  (Alumn i & Hometown Affinity Programs)

GRANTEE TOWN YEAR SPONSOR, CAUSE GRANT $

7)  ATA-DC Washington, D.C. 2007 Multiple Sponsors, Me hmetcik Vakfi Fund Drive $600 

6)  YARDIM SEVENLER DERN. Yarimca, Izmit 2007 Dr. B.E. , Yarimca Yardimsevenler Dernegi $500 

5)  KEID CICEK PRESCHOOL Mamak, Ankara 2007 S.H. & Cir cle of Friends, Playground Construction $1,500 

4)  ILKYAR Koyulhisar, Sivas 2007 I.A., YIBO Library i n Honor of Family Member $1,100 

3)  METU CHE LAB Ankara 2007 METU CHE USA Alumni Group  Lab Equipment $900 

2)  FEN LISELILER VAKFI Ankara 2007 R.O., AFL-76 Alumn i Group Library Project $1,000 

1)  BOSTANLI IOO Karsiyaka, Izmir 2007 D.E., School Su pplies for Media Lab  $460 

4)  MEHMET IPKIN IOO Buyukdere, Istanbul 2006 Dr. Y.E. , Hometown Affinity Computer Lab $1,700 

3)  ILKYAR Adiyaman & Sivas 2006 T.S., YIBO Libraries in Honor of Family Members $3,000 

2)  FEN LISELILER VAKFI Ankara 2006 R.O., AFL-76 Alumn i Group Library Project $1,000 

1)  BABY KUTLAY KEBIR FUND California 2006 A.G.,  Medi cal Support for Patau Syndrome $200 

3)  ILKYAR Elazig 2005 N.O., YIBO Library in Honor of Family Mem ber $1,000 

2)  METU CHE LAB Ankara 2005 METU CHE USA, Alumni Grou p Lab Equipment $110 

1)  YENI FOCA IOO Yeni Foca, Izmir 2005 Dr. B.E., Home town Affinity Computer Lab $3,767 

1)  CIGLI MESLEK LISESI Cigli, Izmir 2004 Dr. B.E., Ho metown Affinity Computer Lab $2,000 

TOTAL DONOR DIRECTED GRANTS $18,837
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 BTF'S ILKYAR BOOK LIBRARY LIST
LIBRARY GIVING CIRCLE YEAR SCHOOL TOWN

17)  OGUZ KARA* Greensboro, I.A. 2007  Munire-Mustafa  Aydogdu YIBO Koyulhisar, Sivas

16)  DENIZYILDIZI-9 Triangle 2007  Mudurnu YIBO Mudurnu , Bolu

15)  DENIZYILDIZI-8 Charlotte 2007  Kure YIBO Kure, Kas tamonu

14)  DENIZYILDIZI-7 Charlotte 2007  Aysegul Arisoy YIB O Afyon, Merkez

13)  DENIZYILDIZI-6 Charlotte 2007  Kigi YIBO Kigi, Bin gol

12)  DENIZYILDIZI-5 Charlotte 2007  100. YIL YIBO Agri,  Merkez

11)  DENIZYILDIZI-4 Triangle 2007  75. YIL Cumhuriyet YIBO Duragan, Sinop

10)  O. HURIYE SUZEK* WDC, T.S. 2006  Harmanli PIO Golb asi, Adiyaman

9)  HURIYE ORGUT* WDC, T.S. 2006  Sehit Teg. H. Basri Elmas Zara, Sivas

8  DENIZYILDIZI-3 Charlotte 2006  Pamukpinar YIBO Yildi zeli, Sivas

7)  DENIZYILDIZI-2 Charlotte 2006  Reyhanli YIBO Reyhan li, Hatay

6)  NECMETTIN ARICA* Triangle, N.O. 2005  75. YIL IMK B YIBO Elazig

5)  DENIZYILDIZI-1 Charlotte 2005  Havsa PIO Havsa, Sam sun

4)  DOLUNAY Triangle 2004  Ataturk PIO Suhut, Afyon

3)  AYISIGI Triangle 2004  Mustafa Kucksavar PIO Ulukis la, Nigde

2)  ATA-NC Deprem-2 Triangle 2003  Sancak YIBO Sancak, Bingol

1)  ATA-NC Deprem-1 Triangle 2003  Karliova YIBO Karlio va, Bingol

    *  DEDICATION LIBRARY ( ANISINA - IN HONOR OF… )



BTF Giving Circles
While the tradition of collective giving has been ongoing for generations, organized giving circles 
have taken off in the past three to five years, and Bridge to Türkiye Fund is proud to be leading this 
effort for the Turkish-American community. BTF's Giving Circles provide collaborative opportunities 
to leverage the overall impact of local donor communities towards a common charitable cause in 
Turkey. Like-minded individuals establish regional grassroots groups (circles) to pool together and 
strengthen their charitable giving and to collectively decide how and where to donate that money.

More Turkish-Americans are getting involved and making a difference together. If you would like to 
form a BTF Giving Circle in your region or get additional information on this subject, please contact 
Bridge to Türkiye Fund at info@bridgetoturkiye.org

We currently have Giving Circles at:

Bozeman, Montana
Cary, North Carolina

Charlotte, North Carolina
Greensboro, North Carolina

Los Angles, California
Newark, New Jersey

Raleigh, North Carolina
Metro Washington DC, MD, VA
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SOME OF OUR PARTNERS
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Aziz Sancar, MD PhD
Dr. Aziz Sancar is Sarah Graham 
Kenan Professor of Biochemistry and 
Biophysics at the UNC School of 
Medicine.  Dr. Sancar was born in 
Savur, Mardin in 1946 and holds his 
degrees from Istanbul University and 
Universiy of Texas.  He is the recipient 
of Presidential Investigator Award, 
American Society of Photobiology 
Award, Turkish TUBITAK Scientific 
Achievement Award and the NC 
Distinguished Chemist Award.  He is a 
member of the National Academy of 
Sciences.  Dr. Sancar and his wife Dr. 
Gwen Sancar are BTF’s top tier 
donors, contributing generously to our 
School Repair and  Leukemia projects.   
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Y�lmaz Erya � a, MD  
Driven by many elements from his 
background Dr. Eryasa fulfilled a very  
successful medical career in 
Tennessee.  Now retired at the young 
age of "78”  he splits his living partly in 
Florida, Tennessee and Istanbul. Dr. 
Eryasa's most recent success 
is SPEED...  He regularly participates at 
US and World Senior's Track & Field 
Championships. Holding medals in 100 
and 200 meters sprint competitions. 
Gold in the US and Bronz in the World. 
This year, Dr. Eryasa donated funds to 
establish a computer lab at his 
childhood elementary school in 
Buyukdere, Istanbul. Dr Eryasa is 
pictured on the track and with his wife.

Fahir Atako � lu
A native of Turkey,born in Istanbul, 
Fahir Atako � lu is an international 
award winning composer and pianist, 
in the fields of large symphonic 
works and film music. His works 
have also been performed in various 
music festivals in Europe and across 
The United States to much acclaim. 
His music blends different musical 
cultures, and wonderfully connects 
to his motherland. This year Fahir
and his wife Tulin and son Ogulcan
supported BTF’s Annual Fundraiser 
by sharing their valuable time with us 
for three days.  Fahir’s performance 
benefited children with Leukemia. 
Together, we raised over $10,000. 
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Share Our Dreams…
Bridge to Turkiye Fund is 100 percent 
volunteer run organization.  We invite you to 
join the BTF family in celebrating together 
and sharing our vision of making a difference 
on both sides of our philanthropic bridge.  Help Us Spread the Word !

Please consider participating and 
contributing to BTF's success by sharing 
your time, capacity building skills and 
charitable giving. Become a Friend of 
BTF and promote our fellowship by 
introducing BTF to others who, like you, 
would like to invest in Turkey's future.
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